Forever Family
a liturgy of worship for adoption

Adapted from Covenant Liturgies by

Rev. Danyelle Ditmer

GREETING
The pastor to people; include the first names of all members of the immediate family
Friends, we are gathered together in the sight of God
to witness and bless
!
the Last Name family adoption covenant.
A covenant is established first by God, who has adopted all of us as
!
children through Jesus Christ.
Name, Name, and Name come before us
!
to give themselves to one another as a forever family.
DECLARATION OF INTENTION
The pastor addresses the adults and children uniting as a forever family
I ask you now, in the presence of God and these people,
!
to declare your intention
to become a forever family through the grace of Jesus Christ.
Pastor to the parents; pastor may adapt this question and all following elements to
address a single parent
Name and Name, will you have Name to be your child, to love and care for
him/her as part of your forever family?
Parents: We will.
If the family has other biological or forever children, the pastor may address the
following to those children:
Name, will you have Name to be your brother/sister, to love and care for him/
her as part of your forever family?
Sibling: I will.
Pastor to child who is being adopted; if more than one child is being adopted, the
pastor should include each child’s name
Name, will you have Name and Name to be your parents and Name brother/
sister, to love and care for them as part of your forever family?
Child: I will.

PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of all peoples,
you are the true light illumining everyone.
You show us the way, the truth, and the life.
You love us even when we are disobedient.
!
You sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
We rejoice in your life in the midst of our lives.
We praise you for your presence with us,
!
and especially in this act of solemn covenant;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
COVENANT PROMISES
Parents and child hold hands; pastor addresses parents; if more than one child is
being adopted, the following questions should include each child’s name and
adapted to the plural form
Name and Name, in the name of God,
!
I ask you to respond to these questions as promises
of your covenant with Name.
Do you accept Name as unique child of God, with qualities, gifts and talents
that make him/her a wonderful person?
Parents: I do.
Do you sincerely feel you know Name, and you have learned all you need
to know to make this permanent and unconditional decision with full
confidence?
Parents: I do.
Repeat this question and response separately for each child being adopted
Do you promise to always respect, protect and love Name with your whole
heart, mind, body, and soul?
Parents: I do.

If an older child is being adopted, this question may be asked; if more than one child
is being adopted, include each child’s name
Do you understand Name has feelings and ties to the people he/she knew
before you and are you willing to respect those feelings and protect all of
the relationships?
Parents: I do.
Parents and child hold hands; pastor addresses child
Name, in the name of God,
!
I ask you to respond to these questions as promises
of your covenant with Name and Name.
Do you understand some children may have more than one family?
Child: I do.
This decision today means Name will be your forever mom/dad and Name
will be forever mom/dad. Do you rejoice in finding your forever family?
Child: I do
Do you trust Name and Name to love you, protect you, and respect you
always no matter what life may bring?
Child: I do
Do promise to always love, respect, and respond to both Name and Name as
your parents?
Child: I do
If the family has other biological or forever children, the pastor may include the
following questions as all members of the family join hands; the pastor addresses all
children:
Do you understand children can become siblings by sharing the same
parents through birth or through adoption?

All children: I do.
The pastor to child:
Do you promise to accept Name as your brother/sister and promise to be the
best brother/sister you can be?
Child: I do
The pastor to siblings:
Do you rejoice in welcoming Name as your brother/sister and promise to be
the best brother/sister you can be?
Sibling: I do.
SAND CEREMONY
For this ceremony, the pastor will have white sand and each member of the family
will have a different color of sand. Through the ceremony, the sand should be
combined into a clear vessel. At a later time, clear glue may be poured into the top
and allowed to dry to preserve the layers of sand.
The pastor, standing if possible behind the Lord’s Table, facing the people, may
raise hands over the sand and say:
This sand
is an outward and visible sign
!
of an inward and spiritual grace,
signifying to all the creation of a forever family
through the adoption of Name.
Bless, O Lord, the pouring and joining of this sand,
that it may be a reminder of a new family created
!
by, in, and through your love. Amen.
The pastor, still standing behind the Lord’s Table, facing the people, raises the white
sand while saying:
God is the foundation from whom every true family is created.
!
God has brought these people together through love.
!
And it is by love that God will keep them together forever.
Pastor pours the sand into the vessel while saying:

As a token of God’s abiding love
!
in and through this forever family,
I pour this sand,
in the name of the Father,
!
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
The pastor gives each parent and child his/her colored sand to pour into the vessel
as he/she says the following; the pastor may prompt them line by line
Parent to child:
In token and pledge
!
of my decision to become the forever father/mother
of Name
I pour this sand,
in the name of the Father,
!
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Parent to child:
In token and pledge
!
of my decision to become the forever father/mother
of Name
I pour this sand,
in the name of the Father,
!
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
[Sibling to child:
In token and pledge
!
of my decision to become the forever brother/sister
of Name
I pour this sand,
in the name of the Father,
!
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.]
Child to parents (and sibling):
In token and pledge
!
of my decision to become the forever son/daughter
of Name and Name
!
[and the forever brother/sister
of Name,]

I pour this sand,
in the name of the Father,
!
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
DECLARATION OF FOREVER FAMILY
Family holding hands, as the pastor says to them:
You have declared your consent and vows
!
before God and these witnesses.
May God confirm your covenant as a forever family
!
and fill you all with grace.
Family faces the congregation as the pastor says:
Now that they
!
have given themselves to each other by solemn promises,
!
with the joining of hands,
!
and the pouring and combining of sand,
I announce to you that they are a forever family,
!
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
!
and of the Holy Spirit.
Those whom God has joined together,
!
let no one put asunder. Amen.
BLESSING OF THE FOREVER FAMILY
With hands raised, the pastor says the following blessing:
Let us pray:
O God,
!
you first adopted us through faith in Jesus Christ
and have called on these people to adopt each other as a forever family.
Send therefore your blessing upon them,
!
that they may grow in love and godliness together
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRESENTATION
And now, it’s my pleasure to present for the very first time: The Last Name
Family!

