
Christmas Day Family Worship Guide

The journey of  waiting through Advent is over on Christmas when we celebrate the birth of  
Jesus, the Light of  the World. This family worship guide brings the message home, where even 
the youngest can take part. If  you have children, encourage them to participate. Keep in mind 
that you may need to prompt children with something like “repeat after me.” Worship with joy 

and gladness on this day when Jesus, the Light of  the world, is born.

~Before: Make an Advent Wreath~
Supplies

• 3 purple (or blue) candles 

• 1 pink candle

• 1 white candle

• 5 candle holders

• greenery or garland

Directions

Arrange the purple candles and pink candle in a circle. Place the white candle in the center of  
the circle. Then,  surround the candles with greenery. 

~Come Together~
One: Merry Christmas! 

Child: Merry Christmas!

One: Who is born on Christmas?

Child: Jesus!

One: Jesus is born. The light of  the world. 



~Lighting the Advent Wreath~
One: Today we will light all the candles on the Advent Wreath. The first candle is for Hope. It 
reminds us that God’s people hoped for a savior. (light one purple candle)

Child: We have hope.

One: The second candle is for Peace. It reminds us that Jesus came to bring peace and good will 
to all. (light one purple candle)

Child: We have peace.

One: The third candle is for Joy. It reminds us of  the joy Jesus brings to us and to all who 
believe like him and follow his example. (light the pink candle)

Child: We have joy.

One: The fourth candle is for Love. It reminds us that God loves us and sent Jesus to show us 
what love looks like. (light one purple candle)

Child: We have love.

One: Our waiting is finally over. Christmas is here. Today we celebrate the birth of  Jesus and 
light the final candle. It is called the Christ candle because it reminds us that Jesus is the light of 
the world. (light the Christ candle)

Child: We have Christ.

~Sing Together~
O Come, All Ye Faithful, verses 1-3

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.

Come and behold Him, born the King of  angels;

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

True God of  true God, Light from Light Eternal,
Lo, He shuns not the Virgin’s womb;

Son of  the Father, begotten, not created; Refrain

Sing, choirs of  angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of  heaven above!

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; Refrain



~Share the Story~
God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the light so that everyone might believe because 
of  his testimony. John himself  was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. 
The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He came 
into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. He came to his own people, 
and even they rejected him. But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 
become children of  God.

John 1:6-12 (NLT)

~Share the Message~
When we think of  the Christmas story, we usually think of  Mary and Joseph, and baby Jesus in 
a manger surrounded by shepherds and wise men. The Gospel of  John tells the Christmas story 
in a different way. He says that the light came into the world so that all who believed in him 
would become children of  God. John was talking about Jesus. Jesus is the Light of  the world!

On Christmas we celebrate that Jesus, the Light of  the world, is born! During the weeks of  
Advent, there are many reminders that the Light is coming. People string lights around their 
houses, we light the candles on the Advent wreath, around the world people light lanterns to 
line pathways to a house or church. 

Before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah said, “The people who walk in darkness will see a 
great light. For those who live in a land of  deep darkness, a light will shine” (Isaiah 9:2). We 
have electric lights and flashlights and streetlights, but still, when we are in the dark, one light 
can make a big difference. 

Jesus comes at Christmas as the light to the people in the dark. Even with all the lights around 
to help us see in the dark, Jesus is the only light that can help us see God through the darkness 
of  sin. Sin is when we do things that we know are wrong, like not listening to our parents, telling 
a lie, or being mean to others. Jesus, the Light of  the world, pushes away the darkness of  sin 
and shines brightly in our lives showing us God’s love and the way to follow God’s ways. When 
we follow Jesus’ light by believing like him in the love of  God and showing that love to others, 
then we become children of  God, too. 

The Christmas story is a little different in the Gospel of  John, but it shares the same good news. 
Jesus, the Light of  the world, was born on Christmas so that all people everywhere may know 
God’s love. 



~Sing Together~
Joy to the World, verse 1

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

~Pray Together~
O God, we thank you for the joy of  Christmas. On this day we celebrate the birth of  Jesus who 
came into the world as a great Light. He showed us your love and the way to love. We praise you 
for Christmas. Help us to celebrate your glory and the light of  Jesus. Amen. 

~Later: Family Time~
Watch A Charlie Brown Christmas and talk about the meaning of  Christmas, which Linus 
beautifully recalls straight from the Gospel of  Luke. If  you don’t have the movie, YouTube has a 
clip of  the scene: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKk9rv2hUfA
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