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remembering 9/11
Love your enemies. Matthew 5:44, NLT

KEY VERSE

To help children understand the events of September 11, 2001

To learn how Jesus asked us to love our enemies 

To explore ways how to react in hurtful situations  

LESSON 
GOALS

God,

Thank you for this time together to learn more about following you. We are going 
to talk about a tough topic today and we need your help.  Help us open our ears 
to listen. Help us open our minds to understand. And help us open our hearts to 
care. Amen. 

OPENING 
PRAYER

Supplies

• copy of “The Glowers: Where is God in the bad times?” from And God 
Cried Too: A Kid’s Book of Healing and Hope

Children will find comfort in the book And God Cried Too: A Kid’s Book of Healing 
and Hope by Rabbi Marc Gellman. This book was written in response to the events 
of September 11, 2001 and helps children to deal with even the greatest burdens 
and challenges with hope and faith in God. 

SHARE 
WHAT 
HAPPENED



page 3

remembering 9/11

Take some time to review the story by using these talking points. 

1. What was the most memorable part of the story?

2. What did you learn about September 11, 2001? Have you heard other things 
about September 11, 2001?

3. What did you think about Mikey? And Gabe?

4. In the story, the angels are God’s helpers. Talk about other helpers, like fire 
fighters and police officers.

5. Ask wondering questions, like “I wonder how people felt?” This will give children 
a chance to express their feelings.

TALKING 
POINTS

Chapter 3, “The Glowers: Where is God in the bad times?”, from And God Cried 
Too: A Kid’s Book of Healing and Hope has been included as part of this study. 
Read the story to the kids to share what happened on September 11, 2001. 

Give children an opportunity to get up and move by playing a cooperative game that 
also teaches the memory verse. 

Introduce the memory verse “Love your enemies” from Matthew 5:44. 

Play Memory Verse Basketball

Supplies:

• Children’s Bible 

• sticky notes

• large pieces of scrap paper

• waste basket or basket ball hoop

Before class, write each part of the memory verse “Love your enemies Matthew 5:44” 
on a sticky note. Stick the notes onto larger pieces of scrap paper and wad it up into 
a mini-basketball. Make enough so that each team has a set of memory verse 
basketballs.

GET THE 
WIGGLES 
OUT
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Say: Jesus’ teaching was very different from what people were used to doing. Most 
people thought if someone hurt you, then you should hurt them back. If someone 
was your enemy, then it was okay to hate them. But Jesus was teaching something 
totally new! Instead of hating and fighting back, Jesus wants us to love our enemies. 
Jesus didn’t mean the kissing kind of love. He was talking about the kind of love you 
have for your friends. Loving our enemies is a hard thing to do. But Jesus wants us 
to love other people no matter what they have done to us or others. 

God created every person and God loves them no matter what. That doesn’t mean 
God loves the wrong behavior. Above all, we need to love God and follow the ways 
of God with all our heart. That means we do things God’s way and treat others with 
kindness and love instead of being mean or cruel. 

On September 11, 2001 some very angry people crashed planes into buildings and 
hurt a lot of people. We don’t understand why they did it. It can be really hard not 
to get angry and want to hurt them too, but Jesus taught us a different way. He 
taught us to be kind and love them. Jesus wants us to resist getting angry and 
hurting our enemies back. He wants us to love our enemies. 

GET THE 
POINT

Supplies

• Children’s Bible 

Say: Events like September 11, 2001 challenge us because we can’t understand why 
people hurt us or others. Sometimes it is hard in those situations to know what to 
do or how to respond. As Christians, the best thing we can do is follow Jesus‘ 
example and teaching. Let me share a story with you from the Gospel of Matthew.

Read Matthew 5:38-48. Emphasize the words “You have heard...” and “But I say to 
you...” so the children clearly hear the point Jesus makes about how he wants us to 
act differently than others. You may want to prompt the kids to listen for those 
phrases.

SHARE THE 
MESSAGE

Divide the class into teams. Place the basket in front of the teams. Have kids take 
turns making baskets. When they make a basket, the team opens up the basketball to 
reveal a part of the memory verse. The first team to complete their memory verse and 
place it in the correct order wins.

After the game, review the memory verse with everyone.
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Make Heart Angels

Supplies

• angel pattern

• white card stock

• glue

• crayons, markers

• magnet strips

Before class, print out and copy the angel pattern onto white card stock. Cut the each 
copy in half. Each child will need one large heart for the body of the angel, two 
smaller hearts for the wings, and a circle for the face.

Give each child a pattern set to cut out. Position the large heart upside down for the 
body -- the point of the heart is the neck. Glue the smaller hearts on the back of the 
body as wings. Glue the circle onto the neck. Color and decorate the angel and write 
the memory verse on it. Apply magnet strips to the back.

Remind the kids: Be sure to take this heart angel home to put on the refrigerator. 
Each time you see it, remember the story of Mikey and Gabe and how Jesus asked 
us to love our enemies. 

ACTIVITY
















